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Closest Major City: Atlanta, Georgia (118 miles) 
Closest Major Airport: Harts�eld-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (127 miles) 
Lodging Recommendations: The Dwell Hotel, The Read House Historical Inn & Suites. 
Restaurant Recommendations: Broad Street Grill for sophisticated dining, Public House
for hip and upscale, and The Flying Squirrel for eclectic Southern comfort food. 
Don’t Miss: Rock City, an amazingly unique botanical garden. The Tennessee Aquarium,
one of the best in the country.

Chattanooga, Tennessee | Photo: Mike Shubic of MikesRoadTrip.com

#1 Walla Walla, Washington (18% of the vote)
And, the number one small city road trip destination for 2018 is Walla Walla, Washington.
It’s so nice; they had to name it twice!

Walla Walla may have been known as a college town and farming community famous for
its sweet onions, however it has fast become known for its quality soil to grow world-class
grapes. Twenty years ago, Walla Walla had 20 wineries. Today, there are over 140! This
explosion into the wine industry has attracted top-notch chefs who’ve opened many stellar
restaurants. The growth has also spawned some outstanding lodging choices, from the
completely renovated historic Marcus Whitman, to a slew of high quality inns and B&Bs.

When you approach Walla Walla for the �rst time, you will likely wonder if you’re in the
right place as the land looks barren and unassuming. However, as you get closer, you’ll see
the charm of rolling wheat �elds, tree-lined streets with craftsman style homes and
manicured vineyards. The downtown area is full of historic buildings and endearing
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people. As a matter of fact, back in 2011, Walla Walla was crowned “most friendly” small
town in America by Rand McNally and USA Today.

Closest Major City: Spokane, Washington (153 miles) 
Closest Major Airport: Spokane International Airport (153 miles) 
Lodging Recommendations: Marcus Whitman is a stunning hotel right in town with a
fantastic restaurant. Cameo Heights Mansion in a romantic boutique inn just outside of
Walla Walla. They too have a great on-site restaurant. 
Restaurant Recommendations: The Marc (inside the Marcus Whitman), T Maccarone’s,
Brasserie Four, Graze and the Maple Counter Cafe is a fantastic place for breakfast. 
Don’t Miss: Wine Tasting! Walla Walla is for wine lovers. Hot air balloon ride.

Walla Walla, Washington | Photo: Mike Shubic of MikesRoadTrip.com

Each of these small city road trip destinations has something unique and wondrous to
o�er. If you’ve ever road tripped to one of these small cities, leave a comment below and
share your experience and/or suggestions.

Mike Shubic of MikesRoadTrip.com is an o�cial Travelocity Gnational Gnomad. Gnational
Gnomads is an exclusive group of high-pro�le travel and lifestyle experts who o�er tips and
inspiration on behalf of Travelocity.

Travelocity compensates authors for their writings appearing on this site; such compensation
may include travel and other costs.
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12 Comments
Chris on April 17, 2018 at 5:29 am

I’ve been to 5 of these towns and completely agree they are amazing.
You’ve inspired me to visit the others.

Reply

Amber Johnson on April 17, 2018 at 5:27 pm

Great list, I’ve only been to two of these destinations, so I have some work
to do. Some amazing photos as well…who took them?

Reply

Larry Harding on April 18, 2018 at 3:25 pm

I live in Walla Walla. I wouldn’t trade it for anywhere. Come see us!!

Reply

Lori on April 19, 2018 at 2:14 am

Not sure what you consider major but Chattanooga does have an airport in
the city. Happy to see that city on your list.

Reply

Alice on April 19, 2018 at 5:03 pm

Walla Walla also has a regional airport. Alaska Airlines allows mileage plan
members to check a case of wine per person at no cost. Come visit Wlla
Walla.

Reply

Gary Dirks on April 19, 2018 at 8:01 pm
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I grew up in Wally Wally! Wonderful high desert area with strawberry farms,
sweet onions,hay �elds and friendly people.

Reply

Bob Martin on April 19, 2018 at 8:19 pm

Growing up in Walla Walla was certainly a great experience for a child. If
you look toward the left part of the picture, the sign “Martin’s” marks the
family owned and run jewelry store which has been in town since 1889.

Reply

Cate on April 19, 2018 at 9:47 pm

Walla Walla has an airport, just not a major one. And you certainly do NOT
have to drive WAY out of town to �nd exceptional lodging and dinning
options. There is always something going on in Walla Walla, including in or
outdoor theater, art, onions, 4th of July, wine events, sporting events, etc.

Reply

Carol Duvall on April 20, 2018 at 1:08 am

I agree that Walla Walla deserves the number 1 ranking.

Reply

Janie Millgard on April 20, 2018 at 6:08 pm

In Walla Walla,along with great wine and food, we have amazing public art
on every corner downtown and throughout the Whitman College campus.
All are walking distance from the Marcus Whitman hotel.

Reply

Michele on April 22, 2018 at 4:41 pm
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We went to Walla Walla on a vacation in 2015 and left with a home! It IS a
fantastic road trip, especially from Portland, OR where you are treated to a
nearly 4-hour breathtaking view of the beautiful Columbia River Gorge. This
is a fantastic place for people of all ages: three world-class universities with
a variety of adult learning/cultural enrichment opportunities, access to
great medical facilities, and delicious, healthy organic produce and grass-
fed beef to accompany all those grapes. Most people don’t know that Walla
Walla has a cute airport with several Horizon �ights daily to and from
Seattle. If you can get to Seattle, you can get to the world, right? But once
you see Walla Walla, you might not want to leave.

Reply

Susie Gravitt on April 23, 2018 at 5:18 pm

The Cottages in the Clouds on Lookout Mountain, is another great place to
stay while visiting Chattanooga!

Reply
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