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* The release of some labor market and employment information is temporarily paused due to the federal
government shutdown. The publishing of state and national economic data and reports will be delayed

until the federal government reopens.

“Due to the shutdown, federal agencies such as the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the Census Bureau and
Department of Labor are not reporting on labor market and employment information,” said Chief Labor
Economist Anneliese Vance-Sherman. “We will be ready to update and post reports, such as the maonthly
employment report and county unemployment data, once the government reopens and the federal

agencies resume reporting.”
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The Monthly Employment Report
August 2025

Prepared by Anneliese Vance-Sherman, chief labor economist

On a seasonally adjusted basis, preliminary estimates from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
show nonfarm employment in Washington decreased by 13,600 in August 2025.2 Employment

in the private sector decreased by 15,100 jobs over the month and employment in the public
sector increased by 1,500.

On a not seasonally adjusted basis, estimates for August 2024 through August 2025 show a
decrease of 5,400 jobs statewide. Employers in the private sector collectively added 1,400 jobs
while the public sector shed an estimated 6,800 jobs over the year.

Washington's preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for August 2025 was 4.5%,
unchanged from the estimated unemployment rate for July. For reference, the unemployment
rate in August 2024 was 4.5%.

BLS estimates of monthly job gains and losses are based on a survey of businesses.
Preliminary estimates are subject to revision.

For more information, contact Anneliese Vance-Sherman by phone at 564-900-0748 or by
email at anneliese.vance-sherman@esd.wa.gov.

@ Most of the employment numbers in this report refer to jobs, not people. For example, if a person
holds two positions, these positions are counted as two jobs in the employment series. In the
unemployment section, these positions refer to individuals, not jobs. In this case, a person holding two
jobs is counted only once.



Resident civilian labor force and unemployment, seasonally adjusted

The resident civilian labor force is the total number of people in the workforce, employed and
unemployed, ages 16 and older.

The number of unemployed is the estimated number of people who currently do not have a
job, are available for work and have actively looked for work in the last four weeks.

The unempioyment rate is the ratio of the estimated number of unemployed divided by the
civilian labor force.

Figure 1: Resident civilian labor force and unemployment, seasonally adjusted, United States
and Washington state, july and August 2024 and July and August 2025

United States AugysF 2025 july 2025 August 2024 JuI){ 2024
preliminary revised revised revised
Unemployment rate 4.3% 4.2% 4,2% 4.2%
Washington Aug}JsF 2025 July 2025 August 2024 July 2024
preliminary revised revised revised
Unemployment rate 4.5% 4.5% 45% 4.5%
Resident labor force 4,022,129 4,024,800 4,065,971 4,067,770
Unemployed 180,450 180,851 181,010 182,983
Seattle/Tacoma/Bellevue AuggsF 2025 Julyf 2025 August 2024 Ju!)f 2024
preliminary revised revised revised
Unemployment rate 4.3% 4.3% 4.1% 4.1%
Resident iabor force 2,326,452 2,332,728 2,333,741 2,328,218
Unemployed 100,547 100,935 95,528 . 96407

Source: Employment Security Department/LMIR Division; 1.5. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area
Unemployment Statistics

Unemployment, seasonally adjusted

The BLS estimates Washington's preliminary seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for
August 2025 was 4.5%, unchanged from the rate reported in the previous month. The revised
estimate for August 2024 was 4.5%.
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August 2025 Unemployment Rates by County
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Walla Walla County was tied for the 5!" lowest unemployment rate out of 39 counties.

August 2025
Washington State Resident Civilian Labor Force & Employment
Civilian Unemploymen

# County e iarte Employment |Unemployment tiath
1 [SanJuan 8771 8,494 277 3.2%
2 |Asotin 9,710 9,386 324 3.3%
3 Benton 9,710 9,386 324 3.3%
4 |Garfield 843 809 34 4.0%
S [Adams 9,867 9,461 406 4.1%
6 |Chelan 41,842 40,128 1,714 4.1%
7 |Columbia 1,942 1,860 82 4.2%
8 |WallaWalla 28,603 27,411 1,192 4.2%
9 |Kitsap 121,005 115,828 5,177 4.3%
10 [Spokane 257,390 246,271 11,119 4.3%
11 |Okanogan 19,462 18,606 856 4.4%
12 [Skamania 5,949 5,688 261 4.4%
13 |island 35,496 33,892 1,604 4.5%
14 [King 1,369,797 1,308,254 61,543 4.5%
15 |Kittitas 21,274 20,309 965 4.5%
16 |Thurston 142,474 136,033 6,441 4.5%
17 |Whitman 19,666 18,772 894 4.5%
18 |[Clallam 30,550 29,150 1,400 4.6%
19 [Snohomish 462,800 441,414 21,386 4.6%
20 |Whatcom 111,310 106,229 5,081 4.6%
21 |Douglas 20,643 19,678 965 4.7%
22 |Skagit 59,935 57,144 2,791 4.7%
23 |Clark 256,834 244,599 12,235 4.8%
24 |lefferson 12,589 11,988 601 4.8%
25 |Klickitat 9,563 9,104 459 4.8%
26 _|Franklin 46,662 44,385 2,277 4.9%
27 |Pierce 488,761 464,346 24,415 5.0%
28 [Stevens 18,463 17,496 967 5.2%
29 [Cowlitz 46,956 44,448 2,508 5.3%
30 |lincoln 3,956 3,748 208 5.3%
31 |Mason 25,091 23,742 1,349 5.4%
32 |Grant 46,644 44,078 2,566 5.5%
33 |Lewis 33,290 31,470 1,820 5.5%
34 |Pend Oreille 4,862 4,597 265 5.5%
35 |Yakima 126,399 119,484 6,915 5.5%
36 _|Grays Harbor 29,631 27,975 1,656 5.6%
37 |Pacific 8,111 7,647 464 5.7%
38 |[Ferry 2,361 2,204 157 6.6%
39 |[Wahkiakum ;‘27 1‘140 87 7.1%
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Walla Walla County Taxable Retail Sales Comparing

2Q 2024 Compared to 2Q, 2025 By Industry

EXHIBIT 3

e

2Q 2024 2Q 2025 % Change
Retail Trade 44-45 S 162,962,813| S 164,750,367 1.1%
Motor Vehicles & Parts 441 $ 25847614 |S 27,335,735 5.8%
New & Used Auto Dealers 4411 S 15,325,718 | $ 15,988,566 4.3%
Rv, Boat, Motorcycle Dealers 4412 S 2,604,067 | S 2,617,521 0.5%
Automotive Parts & Tire 4413 S 7,917,829 | S 8,729,648 10.3%
Building Materials, Garden Equip & Supplies 444 $ 25,798,350 [$ 25,144,840 -2.5%
Building Materials 4441 S 21,665,395 S 21,382,221 -1.3%
Lawn & Garden Supplies & Equip 4442 S 4,132,955 | S 3,762,619 -9.0%
Food & Beverage Stores 445 S 15,935,095 (S 16,432,865 3.1%
Grocery & Convenience Stores 4451 $ 12,935,537 |$ 13,482,749 4.2%
Other Food & Beverage Stores 4452, 4453 S 2,999,558 | $§ 2,950,116 -1.6%
Furniture, Home Furnishings, Electronics, And Appliance 449 $ 13,822,234 |S 11,118,201 -19.6%
General Merchandise Stores 455 S 27,159,719 |S 26,842,538 -1.2%
Department Stores 4522 S 4,014,687 | S 3,739,056 -6.9%
General M. Stores, Inc. Warehouse Clubs & Supercenters 4523 S 23,145,032 |S 23,103,482 -0.2%
Drug/health Retailers 456 S 5,382,814 | $ 4,582,476 -14.9%
Gas Stations & Convenience Stores W/pumps 457 S 4,779,752 | § 5,082,410 6.3%
Apparel & Accessories 458 S 4,888,048 | § 6,478,445 32.5%
Clothing & Shoe Retailers 4581, 4582 S 4,153,814 | S 5,534,486 33.2%
Jewelry & Luggage Stores 4583 S 734,234 | § 943,959 28.6%
Sporting Goods, Hobby, Musical Instrument, Book, Misc Retailers S 39,349,187 |S 41,732,857 6.1%
Sporting Goods, Hobby Music, Misc Retailers 4591 S 5,676,336 |S 5,680,385 0.1%
Book/periodical/music Retailers 4592 S 523,534 [ $ 831,474 58.8%
Miscellaneous Retailers 4593-4599 S 33,149,317 |$ 35,220,998 6.2%
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing 11 $ 985,024 $ 583,082 -40.8%
Mining 21 D D D
Utilities 22 S 369,539 $ 554,209 50.0%
Construction 23 S 67,057,735 (S 95,486,543 42.4%
Construction Of Buildings 236 S 29,321,205 [ S 49,708,975 69.5%
Heavy Construction & Highways 237 S 6,041,693 | S 4,396,466 -27.2%
Special Trade Contractors 238 $ 31,694,837 |S 41,381,102 30.6%
Manufacturing 31-33 $ 16,694,956 | $ 17,192,362 3.0%
Wholesale Trade 42 $ 28,173,069 S 30,646,980 8.8%
Durable Goods 423 S 22,312,745 |S 24,672,421 10.6%
Nondurable Goods 424 $ 5,703,590 | S 5,754,905 0.9%
Electronic Markets, Agents & Brokers 425 S 156,734 | S 219,654 40.1%
Transportation & Warehousing 48-49 S 3,768,863 | § 3,124,335 -17.1%
Information 51 S 9,791,664 | S 13,798,729 40.9%
Finance, Insurance 52 $ 2,986,835 | S 2,973,865 -0.4%
Real Estate, Rental/leasing 53 S 8,120,142 | $ 8,049,165 -0.9%
Professional, Scientific & Technical Services 54 S 7,462,570 | § 7,948,286 6.5%
Management, Education & Health Services 55-62 $ 19,230,629 |$ 20,615,059 7.2%
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 71 $ 3,549,987 |$ 4,077,683 14.9%
Accommodations & Food Services 72 S 46,961,024 |$ 48,592,434 3.5%
Accommodations 721 S 12,391,764 | S 12,787,972 3.2%
Restaurants, Food Services & Drinking Places 722 S 34,569,260 |S 35,804,462 3.6%
Other Services 81 S 8,414,534 | § 8,618,898 2.4%
Repair & Maintenance 811 S 6,728,968 | $ 6,994,846 4.0%
Personal Service 812 S 1,529,629 | S 1,412,567 -7.7%
Religious, Civic & Other Organization 813, 814 S 155,937 | § 211,485 35.6%
Public Administration, Other 92,00 S 525,517 | $ 485,274 -7.7%
Grand Total| S 387,086,325 | $ 427,497,271 10.4%
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